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Meeting Talk: The Cooloola Recreation Area, Great
Sandy National Park.

Gate Minder: Bill Willis

Everyone will be aware of the spectacular beauty of Fraser Island,
part of the Great Sandy National Park. You have probably heard less
about the other part of the Great Sandy National Park, the Cooloola
Recreation Area. This region, referred to as the “sister sandmass” of
Fraser Island, covers 62,000 ha on the mainland, between Noosa and
Rainbow Beach. It shares many features with Fraser Island, but is
much more easily accessed.
The Cooloola Recreation Area consists of an ancient dune
“chronosequence”, encompassing multiple environments, and
multiple plant communities, ranging from sclerophyll woodland to
rainforest, to nutrient-poor dry or wet heath, including the headwaters of the Noosa River. This presentation will describe this
beautiful area, with a focus on the varied flora.

March Raffle prizes:

Guest Speaker: Linda Tabe.

7.30 pm** note ANBG access
times below.
ANBG Theatrette, Clunies Ross
St, Black Mountain.
** Please note - our gate minder
will open the ANBG gates at
6.50pm and close them at 7.35pm
so (s)he can attend the meeting.

The plants will be provided by:
Member grower, Damian De Marco
damian@windbreaks.com.au

Show and Tell: Please bring along
any plant material or pot plants you
think we would find interesting and like
to see.

Reminder it is important to bring any
Myrtaceae specimens into ANBG in
plastic bags.

National Eucalypt Day
2020
Held annually on 23 March, National
Eucalypt Day aims to raise awareness
of eucalypts and celebrate the important
place that they hold in the hearts and
lives of Australians.
The National Eucalypt Day program
aims to meet the promotion, education
and conservation objectives of Eucalypt
Australia by addressing the themes of
tree breeding and genomics, primary
education and public awareness.
www.eucalyptaustralia.org.au

‘My research career began
with a PhD in Biochemistry
from the University of
Adelaide, followed by a 4year post-doctoral fellowship
at the University of
Warwick, UK; then 2 years
at the Mario Negri Institute
for Pharmacological
Research, Italy. I returned briefly to the University of Adelaide
Biochemistry Department before settling into 25 years in plant
molecular biology and crop physiology at the then Division of Plant
Industry, CSIRO, in Canberra.
I have always had a close affinity with plants. When I was about 12,
my parents allowed me to plant, in our back yard, a Eucalypt
seedling I dug up from the side of the road on a trip to Victoria. In
retrospect, I realise it was probably E. regnans, perhaps not the best
choice for the suburbs. My parents came to regret their magnanimity,
and had the burgeoning forest giant removed, at considerable
expense, about 20 years later. I love the bush, and have greatly
enjoyed learning more about it from the wonderful brains trust of
ANPS Canberra.’ Linda.
Linda is a member of ANPS and is our Plant Sale Co-ordinator. Ed.

Deadline for articles for the June ANPS Journal
is 1 May.
Please send items/articles to our Journal Editor, Gail Ritchie
Knight, at journal@nativeplantscbr.com.au

New ANPS Members
❀ Irene Brophy
❀ Bek Hyland
❀ Linda Booth
❀ Elias Deprez
❀ Elizabeth Dorrough
❀ Richard Horton
❀ Lara Franzen

❀ Nadene Edwards
❀ Melissa Merton
❀ Kim Grist
❀ Jacki Schirmer
❀ Charlotte Copeland
❀ Dan Simpson

Illawarra Grevillea Park Open Days
When - next Open Days are:
2 -3, 9-10 May, 10am until 4pm.
Where - Grevillea Park Rd off
the Princes Highway, Bulli entrance is from the Princes
Highway. The park is situated
behind the Bulli Showground.
Admission $5 per adult, children with adults free.
The Park is maintained by volunteers. Funds to
maintain the Park come from Open Days, donations
(tax deductible) from Patrons, visitors and
organisations and membership fees.
https://illawarragrevilleapark.com.au

13th FJC Rogers Seminar 2020: Mint
Bushes & Allied Genera
Weekend 24-25 October, Eltham Community
& Reception Centre, 801 Main Rd, Eltham,
Victoria
Supported by APS Victoria and hosted by APS Yarra
Yarra. This promises to be interesting and
informative with knowledgeable speakers, an
entertaining dinner, plant sales, and great gardens to
visit. Numbers will be limited so get in early.
To express interest and obtain a Registration Form
email fjcrogersseminar2020@gmail.com.
Further information at apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogersseminar-2020/

Canberra Open Gardens
Each garden is open from 10am - 4pm on each day of
the weekend. Entry costs $8 (OGC members free).
https://opengardenscanberra.org.au/events/list/

Weekend 4 to 5 April
Bruce Demonstration Garden, cnr Purdie &
Battye Sts, Bruce.
This site has a small native garden.
More details are available on the website.

Weekend 30 to 31 May
'Yellow Box', 447 Spring Range Road, Spring
Range, NSW.
‘Yellow Box’ comprises about a hectare of densely
planted native plants of great variety, on an elevated
rocky knoll with 360 degree views of the rural
countryside.
More details are available on the website.

Vale Mick March

Mick died on Sunday 16 February, age 90.
Pauline and Mick have been ANPS members since
1981.
Until recent years, Mick enjoyed being Gate
Keeper at our Plant Sales ‘controlling the traffic’
he called it.
They loved the coast and had a house at Potato
Point since early 80s with ANPS members
fortunate to be occasional welcome visitors.
Diagnosed with mesothelioma in mid 2019, Mick
remained at home until Thursday before he died
when he went into Clare Holland house. Alert
until the end. Lucinda.

Vale Barbara Daly
Barbara died on Wednesday 19 February
Barbara was
born in 1925,
grew up in
Canberra and
attended
Canberra High
School.
She joined the
WAAF during
WW11 and
afterwards
trained to be a
nurse. This was
her career until
she retired at the
end of the 1980s.
Barbara joined
the then SGAP
Barbara and her beloved Kombi. On a
Canberra in 1968
field trip in 1998. Jean Geue photo.
and she
participated in
and contributed to all aspects of the Society from
Council to propagation to field trips. From the
time she joined, Barbara attended meetings
regularly and kept us entertained with her Show
and Tell items. Barbara was made a Life Member
of the Society in 2000 for her contribution to
ANPS. She loved to travel: within Australia
especially and in her Kombi; and she did a number
of overseas trips including visiting China and Peru.
Barbara had a lovely native garden in Cook visited
by ANPS members a number of times.
Many of her ANPS friends attended her funeral on
28 February. Barbara was one of ANPS’ treasurers
and she was very much missed in the last few
years when she was unable to participate in
Society activities. Lucinda

Members Activities
‘At right is a pretty plant to cheer us up
through the drought and fires, Hypoxis
hygrometrica.
According to the Betty and Ron Woods Field Guide
its common name is
Golden Weathergrass
but I don’t know what
this signifies. It’s not a
grass but a lily. I am
growing it in a self
watering pot. Its
flowers close at night
so its no good for
Show and Tell!’
Roger Farrow

Propagation
General ANPS propagation queries: John Robertson
at propagation@nativeplantscbr.com.au
Please Note: John is our new Propagation Coordinator, taking over from Nola McKeon.

Propagation Activity
There is no specific propagation activity this month
because of the Autumn Plant sale. The propagation
group will be preparing their plants for the sale

Field Trips
Our Field Trip Coordinator is Jeanette Jeffery
Contact: fieldtrip@nativeplantscbr.com.au

April Field trip
Friday 17 to Sunday 19 or Monday morning*
Burrinjuck Nature Reserve
Saturday: short AWD drive to access Main Trail into
central area of Reserve, stopping at areas of interest.
Any walking off road will be exploratory but close to
vehicles. The trail rises from about 500m elevation to
nearly 900m.
Sunday: from N-E side of accommodation we walk a
section of Hume and Hovel walking track. This is a
maintained trail but a moderate level of fitness will
be required to enjoy the walk. Distance 9.2km
return.
Monday morning: if there is interest we may drive
about 6km to Burrinjuck village and the dam wall.
We could do a short exploratory walk N of village.
Getting there: Travel 111km, 1hr30min, from
Canberra City.
Accommodation: Reflections Holiday Park,
Burrinjuck Waters, 2373 Burrinjuck Rd, Bookham.
(6227 8114,
burrinjuckwaters@reflectionsholiday.com.au
*school holiday period so if requiring a cabin/cottage
you should book soon.
Contact: Paul Walker 0490 793 340,
paul1931ckf@gmail.com

May Field Trip
Friday 15 to Monday 18
Combined ANPS & FoG trip: Moruya,
Eurobodalla NP
Further details in April Bulletin.
Contact: Roger Farrow r.farrow@iimetro.com.au

Make contact if you want to be added to our emailing
list.
If attending a Field Trip please contact Leaders to
ensure you hear the latest.

Special Notice – Book Sale
Book Sales at Members Meetings

March Field Trip

We are therefore having a sale of the books we no
longer intend to carry to reduce our stock of these
books
Come and have look at what specials you can pick
up!

Midweek: Monday 16 until return home on
Thursday 19
Royal National Park and Dharawal NP
One day walking from Garawarra car park to Otford.
Approx. 5 to 6 km on undulating fire trail and some
formed bush tracks. We will organise cars at each
end. On second day we will check out the nearby
Dharawal NP that will probably be a car crawl.
Accommodation: We will be staying at Corrimal
Beach Tourist Park, a beachside caravan park north
of Wollongong. They have camping and cabins. (02
4285 5688
Book a cabin (or site) soon as they are booked out
at weekends, thus the mid-week trip.
Contact: Jean Smith (0412 838 146,
jojare04@optusnet.com.au

In future, we will sell a small range of local plant
books only and at our normal low prices.

DAGs visit to Walcott garden - Lucinda Royston photo

ANPS Autumn Plant Sale
Our Plant Sale Coordinator is Linda Tabe
Contact: plantsales@nativeplantscbr.com.au

Friday set up day 20 March &
Saturday Sale Day 21 March
**Lists of available plants are on our web site**

1. Volunteers needed for the Sale set up, the
Sale, and packing up.

DAGs visiting
Walcott garden
- Lucinda
Royston photos

DAGs* & Garden Design Study
Group
Coordinator: Bill Willis (0407 268 797,
dagsleader@nativeplantscbr.com.au
* Daytime Activity Group

DAGs* and Garden Design Study
Group
Tuesday 17 March, 10:30am
Barrer Hill, Molonglo Valley
‘Members may recall at the ANPS December talk, Dr
Darren Le Roux, Senior Environmental Project
Officer, ACT Parks and Conservation Service spoke
on cross-disciplinary restoration tactics being
pioneered in backyard Canberra, including the use of
‘living art’ to offset the loss of mature trees.
Members were very keen to visit the Barrer Hill
project.
Dr Le Roux manages a pilot project at Barrer Hill, a
site in Canberra’s lower Molonglo Valley that is
being regenerated as part of innovative landscape
restoration work. In the course of the meeting it was
proposed that the DAGs & GDSG visit the Barrer
Hill site in March 2020. Darren’s work focused on
developing novel management strategies for mature
trees in modified landscapes.
All ANPSC members are always welcome!
Gear: Good walking shoes, walking sticks, hat,
sunscreen, water etc. are advised. I shall reconnoiter a
meeting place.’ Bill
Lunch: Village Centre National Arboretum
Bill Willis, DAGs Coordinator, (0407 268 797,
dagsleader@nativeplantscbr.com.au

Our Plant Sales are the Society’s major source (two
thirds) of income, and are only possible with the
generous help of our many member volunteers. As
well as the fun of participating in this Canberra
institution, volunteers may purchase up to 10 plants
before the Sale, and will receive refreshment
vouchers to use at the Pollen Café, over a rest and a
chat. Come along and meet some great, native plantloving people.
We need 50 to 60 people to help with a variety of
tasks (listed below) on each of Friday setup day and
Saturday Sale day. No previous experience
necessary! Instructions are attached to this
Bulletin.
**This Sale we are trialing a modification of the
checkout process, in an attempt to reduce
payment queues. The more volunteers we have,
the easier this will be, so please come along on
Sale day if you can.**
Please contact our Plant Sale Coordinator, Linda
Tabe to volunteer, or if you have any queries. You
don’t need to stay for a whole day; any help you can
spare would be most welcome.

Plant Sale tasks
On Friday – help with set up from 8.30am.
Putting out the sorting tables and row stands in the
Sale area; sorting the thousands of plants on arrival;
moving and setting out plants into sale area; checking
plants are in the order according to the row lists; and
putting up Sale tents and security barriers.
On Saturday – help with Sale from 7.30am.
Putting up Sale and plant signage; setting up the
Information tent; final checking of Sale area; staffing
the Check-outs and the ANPS information tent; and
packing up everything after the Sale.
A Flyer advertising the Sale is attached to the
emailed Bulletin – please display it where you can!

2. Volunteer(s) needed for the sale
promotion team
We are still seeking volunteers to take on some or all
of the activities of Plant Sale Promotion Coordinator.
Detailed notes are available for guidance. We are
particularly in need of someone to put out the street
signs in North Canberra before the sale on Sunday 15
March. For more information please contact
plantsales@nativeplantscbr.com.au

Signs of life
By Roger Farrow
‘A small group of Wednesday Walkers (myself,
Christine, Kris, Brigitta and Linda) visited Moreton
NP, along the Nerriga Road, to assess the impact of
the recent firestorm on the sandstone vegetation.
From Nerriga onwards, it was a scene of total
devastation with blackened tree trunks, grey ash on
the ground and a non-existent understory. Subsequent
heavy rains had then caused a massive loss of topsoil.

Below: Recent photos from South
Pacific Heathland Reserve near
Ulladulla - before and after 2020
bushfire. By Brigitta Wimmer

Even so, there already were the first signs of recovery
involving germinating seeds, sprouting epicorms and
lignotubers and even some flowers. Our group will be
monitoring the course of this recovery over the next
year or so at a number of fixed sites in the Park.
I propose that the next edition of the ANPS Journal
could focus on the effects of the fires on the native
vegetation with a special emphasis on recovery. The
fire-affected areas in the National Parks in the ACT
and NSW will progressively reopen so I encourage
members to visit and contribute some articles for the
journal.’

At Lt and below
At Sassafras.
Signs of life incl
Epicosrmic growth,
Brunoniella pumilo.
Roger Farrow photos

Scaevola
ramosissima,
Grevillea barklyana
ssp macleayna,
Ricinocarpus
pinifolius,
Actinotus helianthi

Calendar – activities and events
ANPS

ANBG Thursday Talks, 12.301.30pm, Theatrette

Next Council Meeting: Monday 9 March at
12.30am, Dickson Next Collation: TBA - Only

5 March

when mailing out the quarterly Journal and
Australian Plants magazine.
95 Price Place, Downer. Host Winifred Mumford.
Next Bulletin: April 2020: Items due by
Wednesday 25 March to
bulletin@nativeplantscbr.com.au.

Other

19 March
26 March

Australian Native Plant Market
Next Market Day is 7 March, 8.30am-3pm
At Cool Country Natives, Pialligo
Held on 1st Saturday of the month, mostly in Spring,
Summer and Autumn.

ANBG Growing Friends 2020 Autumn Native Plant
Sale
Saturday, 28 March, - 8:30 to 11:00am
Small car park behind the Crosbie Morrison Centre,
ANBG
Plants are propagated and tended by the Growing Friends
from material sourced from the Gardens.
All proceeds go to support the Gardens.
Be early for the best selection.
A Plant List will be available on the Friends of ANBG
website closer to the sale date.

ANBG exhibitions
Daily, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm
‘Seeds

12 March

in the Bank’

5 March to 12 April 2020
Visitor Centre Gallery
This exhibition provides a glimpse into the collection
of the National Seed Bank and the seeds collected to
support the conservation of our native flora.

The United Nations has
declared 2020 as the
International Year of Plant
Health (IYPH).
The year is a once in a lifetime
opportunity to raise global
awareness on how protecting plant health can help
end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment,
and boost economic development.

2 April

‘Biodiversity Science in the Future.
Creating Order in the Acronym
Soup of Organisations’ - Dr Peter
Schalk
‘Simpson Desert Revisited – More
Than Plants!' - Dr Rosemary Purdie
‘Connecting Indigenous and
Scientific Plant Names’- Dr Linda
Broadhurst
‘The History of the Potato and its
Viruses’ - Professor Adrian Gibbs
‘Latitudinal Gradients in Seed
Predation, Seed Defence and Seed
Dispersal’ - Dr Si-Chong Chen

FOG 2020 Grassy-ecosystem grants
FOG is again offering a small number of grassy
ecosystem grants of $500–$1500. Any individual or
organisation may apply. A grant may be used for a
small project or as part of a bigger project and may
support publications, research, education, on-ground
work, advocacy, publicity and/or training related to
grassy ecosystems.
FOG will publicise projects it funds and, if possible,
provide in-kind support if sought. Successful
recipients will be asked to keep FOG informed, to
write up the project for their newsletter, and provide
other information and output if applicable.
For further information and application go to
www.fog.org.au/supportedprojects.htm,
supportedprojects@fog.org.au. Closing date for
applications is Monday 13 April. Notification to
applicants by end of May.

ANPS Contacts
President: Lucinda Royston
president@nativeplantscbr.com.au
( 0429 133 449
Secretary: Garth Chamberlain
secretary@nativeplantscbr.com.au
( 0417 661 047
Membership Secretary: Karen Brien
membership@nativeplantscbr.com.au
Bulletin Editor: Lucinda Royston
bulletin@nativeplantscbr.com.au
( 0429 133 449

