LIPOCARPHA

Description: Tufted annual or rarely rhizomatous perennial herbs. Culms erect, glabrous,
nodeless. Leaves basal, elongate; ligule absent. Inflorescence of 1-8 sessile, head-like spikes,
subtended by a few leaf-like involucral bracts. Spikes cylindrical or ovoid, with thick central axis
bearing many spikelets. Spikelets 1-flowered, with spikelet bract subtending 2 hyaline scales (=
spikelet prophyll and glume) that enclose flower. Flowers bisexual. Scales hyaline, sometimes
reduced or absent. Stamens 1-3. Style 2- or 3-fid, not enlarged at base, not persistent. Nut
dorsiventrally compressed, trigonous or plano-convex, often slightly curved.

Distribution and occurrence: World: 35 species, tropical. Australia: 2 species (native), all
mainland States.

One species in the Australian Capital Territory.

Lipocarpha microcephala

Description: Slender annual. Culms smooth, 2-35 cm high, less than 1 mm diam. Leaves shorter
than culms, 1-2 mm wide. Inflorescence of 1-4 ovoid spikes, each 2-8 mm long, 2—4 mm diam.;
involucral bracts 2 or 3, spreading widely, to 12 cm long. Spikelet bract oblong-obovate, with 0-2
nerves on sides, 1-1.7 mm long with excurved mucro 0.5-0.7 mm long, pale brown often tinged
red-brown. Hyaline scales 0.6-1 mm long, occasionally reduced or absent. Stamens 1 or 2; anthers
0.2-0.4 mm long. Style usually 2-fid. Nut subterete, very narrow-ellipsoid, 0.7-1 mm long, c. 0.2
mm diam., pale brown.

Flowering: spring—summer.

Distribution and occurrence: Grows in open damp places such as sandy stream banks; widespread
but scattered. NSW subdivisions: NC, CC, NWS, CWS, SWS, NWP, SWP, NFWP. Other
Australian states: Qld Vic. W.A. S A.N.T

Lipocarpha microcephala Lipocarpha microcephala Sankowsky, G. 2015 Oriners
Station. Alice River, 57.4 km SW of Killarney Station
homestead, QLD, APII dig.42439
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