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Members Meeting 
Thursday, 8 August 

7.30 pm** note ANBG access 
times below. 
ANBG Theatrette, Clunies Ross 
St, Black Mountain. 
 
** Please note - our gate minder 
will open the ANBG gates at 
6.50pm and close them at 7.35pm 
so (s)he can attend the meeting. 
Gate Minder: Bill Willis 

August Raffle prizes:  
The plants will be provided by:  
member grower, Megan Dixon. 
 
Show and Tell: Please bring along 
any plant material or pot plants you 
think we would find interesting and 
like to see.  
Reminder it is important to bring 
any Myrtaceae specimens into 
ANBG in plastic bags. 
 
 

ANPS Website 
www.nativeplants.cbr.com.au 
For your information - attached to this 
Bulletin is a 2 page overview of ANPS 
Canberra’s new website layout. 
 

Wattle Day is 1 September  

 
 

 

Meeting Talk: Why grow Australian native species 
as bonsai. 
The talk will cover a bit of the history of using native species in 
Australia and elsewhere.  It will draw on some of the deep historical 
roots of bonsai and then explore Australian ideas about country and 
its associations with plants and people. There will be some 
spectacular images of trees from Roger’s bonsai friends. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Roger Hnatiuk 
Roger is a member of 
ANPS, Canberra.  He has 
bothered ANPS Canberra 
members with bonsai with 
Australian Natives for some 
years now. Tonight he is 
going to talk to us about 
why grow Australian native 
species as bonsai.   
Roger’s interest in bonsai 
started when he was about 
15 years old, and that is 
many decades ago now.  He 
started using Australian 
species when he settled 
permanently in Perth in 1976.  
The tremendous diversity of WA plants was matched by their 
potential as bonsai.  Since then he has studied a wide range of 
species to discover if they will adapt to bonsai pot culture. He 
studied ceramics at ANU to learn how to make pots that were 
artistically suitable for these species.  
In 2001 he started the Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group, 
under the auspices of the national Australian Native Plants Society’s 
Study Group program.  While that Group went into recess last year, 
and will be re-awakened in about another year to complete its work 
publishing its findings and hopefully the findings of the now very 
active group of people exploring these species as bonsai. 
 
 

Bulletin 
August 2019 

Deadline for articles for the September ANPS 
Journal is 1 August. 

Please send items/articles to our Journal Editor, Gail Ritchie Knight, 
at journal@nativeplantscbr.com.au 

National Bonsai and Penjing Collection 
at the National Arboretum - Banksia 
serrate.  Lucinda Royston photo. 

Acacia bivenosa.   
Lucinda Royston photo 



New ANPS Members 
Welcome to: 
❀ Jacqueline Mcintyre 
❀ Teena Wallace 
❀ Karen Leshinskas 
❀ Peter Abbott 
❀ Benjamin Serafin 
 
Vale Merv Hodge 
Courtesy of Native Plants Queensland Society 
‘It is with sadness that we announce the passing of 
Grevillea breeder, NPQ Life Member and Australian plants 
legend Merv Hodge. 
Merv readily shared his knowledge of Australian plants and 
was particularly passionate about Grevilleas. He is 
regarded as a pioneer of breeding and grafting techniques, 
and bred our beloved Grevillea ‘Superb’ (which was 
featured as an Australian 50c stamp in 2003). His other 
Grevilleas include G. ‘Fire Sprite’ and G. ‘Coconut Ice’. 
Merv was also the founding leader of the Grevillea Study 
Group of the Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) 
and was awarded an Australian Plant Award by ANPSA in 
2009. Some of his other achievements include: 
• pioneering the Mummy Graft technique for grafting 

difficult to grow species.  
• his talents as an accomplished photographer. Many of 

his photos were used in the Grevillea Books (vols l-lll). 
Merv was immortalised by having Grevillea hodgei named 
after him by Peter Olde and Neil Marriott in 1994. 
Vale Merv.’ 
 
ANBG exhibitions 
Daily, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm, Visitor Centre Gallery 
 
‘Bushlife and Birdlife’ 
31 July – 25 August  
This father–daughter exhibition by Penny Deacon 
and Kevin Baker explores the beauty of Australian 
flora in local landscapes and the wildlife that it 
draws. 
 
Illawarra Grevillea Park - Open Days - 
September 7, 8, 14 and 15, 10am - 4pm. 
Behind the Bulli Showground on Grevillea Park Rd 
off the Princes Highway, Bulli - entrance is from the 
Princes Highway.  

Admission: $5 per adult, 
children accompanied by adults 
free  
Plant Sales on the Open Days - a 
range of Australian native plants 
available, including some rare 
Grevillea cultivars.  

The Park is maintained by volunteers.  Open Days 
provide funds to maintain the Park. 
www.grevilleapark.org  

The National Capital Authority want to 
know people’s opinions about trees in 
and around Canberra’s National 
Triangle as they develop a new tree 
management policy.  
They have therefore developed a survey that gives 
you a say in the future of our capital’s green spaces. 
NCA would very much like people’s feedback. 
The survey takes about 5 minutes. 
To do the survey go to 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ourtrees 
The closing date is 5 August – unfortunately I didn’t 
get advice in time to put it in the last Bulletin.  Ed.  
 
Book Sales 
Roger Farrow’s new book is now available 
‘Four Wildflower walks 
Perisher Region  
Kosciuszko National Park 
From montane forests to alpine grasslands’ 
Published by ANPS Canberra 
Region 
Available for members’ price of 
$10 from our Book Sales at the 
monthly Members Meeting or 
from local booksellers for $more. 
 
 
 
ANPS(A) National Conference 2019 
29 September to 4 October  
Albany WA  
www.bloomingbiodiversity.com.au  
Update - the organizing committee 
is planning for 300 people, and so 
far over 250 registrations have 
been received. Bookings will be 
accepted till they reach capacity or 
till the 20 September 2019. 
The Tours still accepting bookings are: 
Tour 1 Kwongan and Woodlands - post conference 
tour (pre-conference tour is full) 
Tour 2 Granites and Lowlands both pre and post still 
have places available 
Tour 3 Heath and Barrens has places on the pre-
conference tour (post-conference tour is full) 
Tour 4 Coasts and Forests has places on the post-
conference tour (pre-conference tour is full) 
Note: Tours have now been opened up for people not 
attending the Conference. 
Those of you interested in attending the 2019 
ANPSA Conference please visit the 
website bloomingdiversity.com.au to book. The 
website also has details of the conference program, 
speakers, tours, accommodation information and 
conference registration. 
  



 

New Leaders of Australian Plants in 
Containers Study Group  
This Study Group has been in recess for some 
time and Ros and Ben Walcott have 
volunteered to reactivate and lead it.  
‘Members of this Study Group focus their activities 
on investigating and trialling those Australian native 
plants that may be suitable for growing in pots or 
other types of containers.  
Many people live in smaller units and apartments 
with balconies or have small areas for gardens and so 
growing Australian native plants in containers is a 
great way to have a small garden of native plants. 
Also, growing in containers allows us to have plants 
that otherwise won’t tolerate local conditions.  
Ros and I plan to produce a newsletter twice per year 
with contributions from interested members. All 
newsletters will be distributed by email.  We would 
very much like to receive a picture or two of 
favourite or interesting native plants in pots with a 
short description.  
Membership is free to all members of ANPS 
Canberra (as an ANPSA affiliated Society). If you 
wish to be added to the mailing list of this Study 
Group, just email either of us at 
roswalcott5@gmail.com or benwalcott5@gmail.com 
and we will add you to the distribution list.’  
Ben Walcott 

ANPSA Study Groups 
The Australian Plants in Containers Study Group is 
one of a number of Study Groups within the 
Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) – 
ANPSA. The purpose of the ANPSA specialist Study 
Groups is to improve what we know about 
cultivating, propagating and conserving Australian 
native plants and to record and make this information 
available. 
Information on ANPSA Study groups is available at 
http://anpsa.org.au/study.html 

 Members Activities  
 
Vacancy: Members’ Meeting Speaker 
organiser(s) 
Alison Roach has been our organiser for the past 
few years and wishes to pass this crucial role over 
to someone or a team of people at the end of 2019. 
Are you able to help? 
Please consider as this role is critical to our 
member’s meetings continuing.  Please advise our 
Secretary at secretary@nativeplantscbr.com.au if 
you are willing to be our speaker organiser or a 
member of an organising team. 
Alison says ‘Organising the guest speakers is not 
difficult, nor does it take much time. It does however 
take a bit of organisation and some tenacity. 
We need 11 speakers for the year, with January being 
our month off. The job comes with a pre-written one 
page information sheet to send to prospective 
speakers that explains who we are, where we meet, 
and how long to speak for. There is also a list of 
previous speakers for the last 5 or so years – just so 
you know if there have been double-ups, but it’s also 
handy to use as a contact resource - often speakers 
are happy to come again with a different topic!  
You can source potential speakers from a variety of 
sources: our own members; the Friends of the 
Gardens speakers list; word of mouth (our members 
pass on ideas as they think of them); internet 
searching on university and research organisation 
websites; speakers lists from other native plant 
societies, reading articles in the paper, online news 
resources, asking around, etc. Generally you get 1 
acceptance to one ‘no thanks’ (or no response), so it 
pays to ask more people than 11 for the year. 
Once you get an acceptance to speak, it’s important 
to contact the person again about a month from the 
date to confirm, and to get them working on their 
words to go in our Bulletin. Then I find it good to 
contact them again a day or two before the actual 
date, as a reminder, and to answer any questions they 
may have. 
Setting up the lectern and laptop/projector is easy, 
and there are always friendly members around who 
can help. 
The best part of this job is: you get to facilitate a get 
together of interested and interesting fellow 
members, and keep our community atmosphere 
going! AND, if there’s some topic that really interests 
you, you arrange a talk on that rather than waiting for 
someone else to – plus, it’s always good to have 
someone new doing this from time to time, to inject 
new ideas. 
I am happy to help out with advice, information and 
helpful hints – so you won’t be without assistance 
until you get the hang of the job.’ 
Alison Roach. 
 
 

A pot of Correa ‘Canberra Bells’. Ben & Ros Walcott photo 



 

ANPS Plant Sale 
Our Plant Sale Coordinator is Linda Tabe  
Contact: plantsales@nativeplantscbr.com.au 
 
Members needed for a Plant Sale 
Promotion Team.  
Promoting our Plant Sales is vital to their success.  
We know from feedback that new buyers come along 
to our Sales because they have seen our road signs, 
heard about them on the radio, read about them on 
Facebook and in other media. 
There is an information sheet that outlines what has 
to be done. 
We need volunteer(s) to help with Plant Sale 
promotion activities.  They are not onerous and 
experience is not necessary.  
Contact our Secretary at 
secretary@nativeplantscbr.com.au if you are 
interested in helping, or would like more information.  
 
Propagation 
General ANPS propagation queries: Nola McKeon at 
propagation@nativeplantscbr.com.au, (0447 522 735.  
 
Potting Up 
Sunday 4 August, 10am to 1pm 
1048 Old Cooma Rd, Googong  
We will be potting up cuttings at this activity.  Please 
bring a hat and something to share for lunch if you 
wish to join us afterwards.    
Tea and Coffee provided. 
All members are invited to this propagation group 
activity.  There is also the opportunity to see Peter 
and Lyn’s beautiful garden. 
Our hosts will be Peter and Lyn Woodbury. 
For further information contact Peter (6299 5064 , 
or Nola (0447 522 735. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DAGs* & Garden Design Study 
Group 
Coordinator: Bill Willis (0407 268 797, 
dagsleader@nativeplantscbr.org.au 
 
Tuesday 13 August, at 10:30am 
Balcony garden, 43 Constitution Ave, Reid 
This meeting will be at Andy and Janet Russell's 
balcony garden at 43 Constitution Avenue, Reid. 
Please RSVP to Andy on (0428 518 949 for 
instructions on how to access the building and for 
suggestions on where to park. 
Tea and coffee will be provided, but if you can, 
please bring a small contribution. 
Lunch will be at: Teddy Pickers Cafe in Campbell 
that is about 600 metres away at 65 Constitution 
Avenue, Campbell. (0476 375 923.  
All ANPSC members are welcome.  
Bill Willis, (0407 268 797 
dagsleader@nativeplantscbr.org.au 
* Daytime Activity Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Field Trips 
Our Field Trip Coordinator is Jeanette Jeffery 
Contact: fieldtrip@nativeplantscbr.com.au 
 
August Field Trip 
16 – 19 August 
Mallocoota, Gippsland, Victoria.  
The plan is to travel on the Friday and return home 
on the Monday. 
Activities:  we will take a Day Trip to Shipwreck 
Creek camp ground where we can do a 4 kms 
heathland walk that features the local Gippsland 
Banksia and then after lunch do a walk towards 
Pebbly Beach in the same area.  
On the second day we can do several walks in the 
rainforest area around Mallacoota. 
Accommodation:   suggestion is Mallacoota Shady 
Gully Caravan Park (03 5158 0362.  
Lesley Page is leading this trip - contact her at 
lespage26@gmail.com.    

DAGs July visit to Sharon Fields Gallery at Burra - 
Maureen, Pat, Fiona, Fran, Sharon Field, Janet. 
Photo by Bill Willis.  
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May Field Trip to Munghorn Gap and  
Goulburn River NP 

DAGs July visit to Sharon Fields Gallery and to Fiona 
Matthews property and garden at Burra. 
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At The Drip – Mike Shihoff photo 
Castle Rocks – Brigitta Wimmer 
photo 
Darwinia leptantha - Brigitta Wimmer 
photo 
The Group – Mike Shihoff photo 
Creek bed walk - Robin Shihoff photo 
Epacris reclinata - Brigitta Wimmer 
photo 
Xanthorrhoea sp – Mike Shihoff 
photo 



 

Calendar - activities and events  
ANPS  
Next Council Meeting: Monday 5 August at 
12.30pm, Dickson Room, ANBG. 
Next Collation: TBA - Only when mailing out 
the quarterly Journal and Australian Plants magazine.  
95 Price Place, Downer.  Host Winifred Mumford. 
Next Bulletin: September 2019:  Items due by 
Wednesday 28 August to 
bulletin@nativeplantscbr.com.au. 
 

ANPS  
Spring Plant Sale 

Saturday 19 October at the ANBG 
 

Next Weed Swap 
Weekend of 2 & 3 November 2019 

 

Other 
Australian Native Plant Market 
Held at Cool Country Natives, Pialligo 
Now in winter recess - next Market Day is 7 September. 
Held on 1st Saturday of the month, 8.30am-3pm, mostly in 
Spring, Summer and Autumn. 
 
Friends of ANBG Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday 9 November at the ANBG 
 
48th Black Mountain Spring Wildflower Ramble 
Saturday 12 October, 9.30 – 12.00 or later 
Belconnen Way entry just before Caswell Drive turnoff - 
watch for balloons 
Celebrate the spring flowering on beautiful Black Mountain 
with a social ramble for wildflower lovers in the tradition 
established by Nancy Burbidge, and continued by George 
Chippendale.  
Discover the surprising diversity of tiny orchids, bush peas, 
wattles and billy buttons on easy bush tracks with 
experienced guides and good company. All springs are not 
the same. The pattern remains but timing and abundance 
vary with the weather.  
Friends of Black 
Mountain welcomes 
all comers, be they 
experts or those who 
have never slowed 
down to see the 
somewhat cryptic 
diversity. We plan 
several guides, with 
helpers, who will take different directions. 
Please allow time to park and walk to the meeting 
point.  BYO morning tea, water, hat, sunblock and stout 
shoes. 
Bookings Essential to ensure we have enough guides. 
Contact friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com or Cathy 
(0406 976 751 or Libby (6296 1936. 

ANBG Thursday Talks, 12.30-
1.30pm, Theatrette 
1 August ‘Value of Wetlands and Swamps’ - Dr 

Jane Roberts 
8 August ‘Australian Seed Bank Partnership’ - 

Damian Wrigley 
15 August ‘Frogwatch Successfully Marrying 

Citizen Science and Community 
Engagement Since 2002’ - Anke Maria 
Hoefer 

22 August ‘Parrot Central for a Bird on the 
Edge’ - Dr Laura Rayner 

29 August ‘Moths and Bushblitzes’ - Glenn 
Cocking ‘ 

5 Sept ‘Wattle we do with Acacia’ - Dr 
Phillip Kodela 

 
 
Australian native flower identification 
brochures for the NT. 
If you are travelling to the NT, look out for these 3 
Australian native flower identification brochures  - 
sponsored by the Australian Plant Society, Alice 
Springs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Central Australian Flora – Forbs and small shrubs 
• Central Australian Flora – Trees, large shrubs, 

grasses and sedges 
• Flora of the Katherine area 
You can find the Australian Plants Society, Alice 
Springs Inc on Facebook. 
 
 
 
 
ANPS Contacts 

 President: Ben Walcott 
 president@nativeplantscbr.com.au 
 ( 6161 2742 
 Secretary: Garth Chamberlain 
 secretary@nativeplantscbr.com.au 
 ( 0417 661 047 
 Membership: Annabelle Greenup 
 membership@nativeplantscbr.com.au 
 Bulletin Editor: Lucinda Royston 
 bulletin@nativeplantscbr.com.au 

Black Mountain walk.  
Jean Geue photo 


