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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 ANPS Canberra Region Inc.  
 

5.00 pm, Tuesday, 11th September 2018 at ANBG 
 
Attendees 
Ben Walcott (Chair), John Carter, Garth Chamberlain (Minutes), Phillip Fradd, 
Greg Quinn, Naomi Boccola, Darren Boulton, Geoff Butler, Megan Dixon, Karen Brien, Gail Ritchie 
Knight. 
 
Apologies 
Lucinda Royston. 
 
Welcome 
The Chair welcomed those present. 
 
Minutes of 7th August 2018 Meeting 
The acceptance of the draft minutes was: 
Moved: Ben Walcott, 2nd Greg Quinn: Carried. 
 
New Council Members 
Karen Brien (Journal Editor) and Gail Ritchie Knight (Journal Editor) attended the meeting on 
invitation from Ben Walcott as had been agreed at the August Council meeting. 
 
That Karen Brien and Gail Ritchie Knight be accepted as Council Members was: 
Moved: John Carter, 2nd Ben Walcott: Carried. 
 
Matters Arising from Minutes 
These matters are addressed under Agenda Items. 
 
Correspondence In 

1. From Desiree Heather thanking Council for considering Bee Friendly notation when our book is updated. 
2. From Karen Brien (Bulletin Editor) accepting invitation to attend Council meeting. 
3. From Gail Ritchie Knight (Journal Editor) accepting invitation to attend Council meeting.  
4. From Mary Slattery, Secretary ANPSA, reporting on a meeting in Canberra with politicians to discuss clearing 

of land in WA which would result in loss of habitat for threatened species. 
5. From BAL Lawyers re Advice on the Constitution advising that the matter had been finalized and the file 

closed.  
6. From NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service about feral horses in Kosciuszko National Park. 

 
Correspondence Out  

1. To Desiree Heather advising that we would consider including Bee Friendly notation when our book is 
updated. 

2. To Peter Davey re ANPS support for Dr. Hodgkinson research funding proposal. 
3. To Karen Brien (Bulletin Editor) inviting her to join Council. 
4. To Gail Ritchie Knight (Journal Editor) inviting her to join Council. 
5. To NSW Minister for Environment (and Premier & Deputy Premier) re the NSW Governments decision on 

Feral Horse protection in the Kosciusko National Park.  
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Treasurer’s Report  
The Treasurer, Ben Walcott, distributed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report dated 11th September 2018 
showing a current balance of just over $128,000.  He noted that whilst the balance is about $10,000 
below the previous month, we are still in a strong financial position. 
 
Ben Walcott noted that in the past we have donated two payments a year to the ANBG, $4,000 and 
$2,000, based on an MOU that was negotiated in the distant past. These donations are to cover our 
room hire (for meetings) and car park hire (for plant sale). He has tried to discuss this arrangement 
with ANBG executives but has been unable to organise a meeting. 
 
However, apparently we have missed the last planned $4,000 donation. Ben proposed that we pay 
$10,000 to cover the previous deficit and the cost for this fiscal year and then make one payment per 
year of nominally $6,000 after the spring plant sale. 
. 
That we pay the outstanding $10,000 after the October plant sale and in future make one payment a 
year at that time and also review the actual amount in advance of the payment. 
Moved; Ben Walcott, 2nd John Carter; Carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted as circulated. 
Moved John Carter; 2nd Phillip Fradd; Carried. 
 
Ben Walcott advised that he had moved all the funds from PayPal account due to the difficulty of 
communicating with that organisation and has transferred the funds into Bendigo Bank Accounts. 
We still need a credit card system and PayPal has the advantage that they do advise of each payment 
made which is not a service that is provided by banks. 
Ben advised that it is up to the new treasurer to determine how to address this matter. 
 
President’s Report  
No report by the President was provided as she is away on holidays. 
 
Agenda items 
 

1. Life Membership Election.  

The Council determined in accordance with Section 3.6 of the constitution that a joint life membership 
was to be awarded to Lyndal Thorburn and Tom Jordan. 
(Note that this is to be kept confidential until the formal announcement at the November members’ 
meeting). 
John Carter agreed to arrange for the certificates and badges to be prepared and Ben Walcott will request 
nominators to prepare a paragraph in support of their nomination. 
 

2. Motion to be put to next Members’ Meeting re amendment to constitution. 

John Carter will present the case for this change to the constitution as Ben Walcott will be absent. 
This change is necessary to make our constitution consistent with the Associations Incorporation Act 
of 1991. 
It was noted that there must be at least 20 members at the meeting and that 75% of those present must 
vote in favour if the motion is to be passed. Members can vote by a show of hands unless at least 2 
members request a secret ballot which will then have to be implemented. 
It was agreed that it was important to advise the meeting of the implications of a no vote on this matter.  
It was agreed that Megan Dixon would prepare a simple slide presenting the reason for the change and the 
implications of a no vote. (Note that John Carter actually prepared this visual presentation).   
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That the meeting be advised that if the vote is no, ANPS Canberra will not be able to support the official 
plant sales. 
Moved; John Carter, 2nd Ben Walcott; Carried unanimously. 
 
3. Action on letter from Lawyers regarding the development of a conflict of Interest policy 
Agreed that we need to address this matter and have a document to be presented to members explaining 
the potential implications of the policy and how they would be managed. 
Geoff Butler agreed to draft a Conflict of Interest policy document addressing this issue for consideration 
by Council. 
 
4. Status with Website development and acceptance of new logo 

Megan Dixon presented a draft document “ANPS Logo and Website Refresh” that explains the reasons 
for the website upgrade, the way the new logo was developed, the implications of the upgrade and the 
opportunity to receive training in the website operation from Giraffe. It addresses comments by Bill 
Willis on the previous version. It notes that the new website should be active by early October by the 
latest. 
 
It was agreed that this document would be circulated for Council Members comments before being 
finalised and sent out to members. The document would advise members of the link to the new website 
as well as providing an email address to provide feedback in relation to the website and the new logo. 
 
It was also agreed that the old website would become invisible to the public and provide a link across 
to the new one, with the old site staying operational at present as it contains the Plant Label Data Base. 
 
That the old website be altered so that it redirects visitors to the new website. 
Moved; John Carter, 2nd Megan Dixon; Carried. 
 
5. Reprint/edit of our book “Australian Plants for Canberra Region Gardens” 

Greg Quinn had provided quotes for printing of 1000 reprints of the book of $17,406.40 from ANU 
Printing and $15,248.25 from Elect Printing. 
Greg advised that the advantage of using the ANU is that they have the expertise of a professional 
printing person to supervise and do quality control of the work. 
 
That the ANU Printing be engaged to print 1,000 copies of our book at a cost of $17,406.40. 
Moved; John Carter, 2nd Geoff Butler; Carried. 
 
6. How can we get people to stand for President, Vice President and Treasurer next year? 

Ben Walcott advised that his term as Treasurer had to expire this year as there is a 3 year limit on 
holding an executive position, as well as a 6 year limit in holding a Council position. Ben pointed out 
that the Vice President position was currently vacant and that he was unsure if Lucinda would stand 
again for President. 
Ben Walcott stressed the need for members to seriously consider taking on these roles. 
 

7. 2018 Spring Plant Sale 20th October 

John Carter noted that by tomorrow morning he will have received all the spreadsheets for the sale.  
A total of 1973 plants are to be supplied by the ANPS Propagation Group. 
Of the usual suppliers, Bill Willis and Naomi Boccola, are not providing plants for this sale. 
 
It was noted that the Australian Native Plant Market held at Cool Country Natives in Pialligo last 
Saturday had been very well patronised. 
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Other Business 
1. Plant Label Data Base Team 
Geoff Butler advised that there had been a meeting of the PLDB team early this month and that Merren 
Sloane had advised that she would not be continuing as the convenor. Also there would be a 
presentation at the December meeting and a journal article on the PLBD progress. 
 
That Geoff Butler be appointed as convenor for the Plant Label Data Base Team. 
Moved; Ben Walcott, 2nd Greg Quinn; Carried. 
 
2. Feral horses in Kosciuszko National Park  
Geoff Butler tabled the response from NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service to his letter expressing 
concern that the adopted policy on feral horse management will result in environmental damage.  
According to Geoff the response, which indicated that a horse management plan would be put in place 
to limit their impact on the fragile alpine environment, was less than convincing. 
 
3. PLDB re Edible and Bee Friendly Advice  
Council endorsed the approach that these two aspects would not be included in the Plant Label Data 
Base. 
 
4. CSIRO Headquarters Campbell Native Grassland  
Geoff Butler advised that the planned development on this site would not encroach on the native 
grassland area. 
 
5. September Journal  
Gail Ritchie Knight advised that the September journal was printed and would be sent out shortly. 
 
 
Closure 
At 6.35 pm, the Chair closed the meeting. 
 
Next Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 9th October 2018 at 5.00 pm Dickson Room, ANBG. 
 


