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 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 ANPS Canberra Region Inc.  
 

5.00 pm, Tuesday, 7th August 2018 at ANBG 
 
Attendees 
Ben Walcott (Chair), John Carter, Garth Chamberlain (Minutes), Phillip Fradd, 
Greg Quinn, Naomi Boccola, 
 
Apologies 
Lucinda Royston, Darren Boulton, Geoff Butler. 
 
Welcome 
The Chair welcomed those present. 
 
Minutes of 10th  July 2018 Meeting 
The acceptance of the draft minutes was: 
Moved: Greg Quinn, 2nd: Ben Walcott: Carried. 
 
Matters Arising from Minutes 
Request to Michael Mulvaney to provide a talk and Journal article on the Canberra Nature Map. 
Ben Walcott confirmed that Alison Roach has been in contact with Michael Mulvaney and arranged 
for him to talk at a Members meeting. 
Letter to NSW authority expressing the dismay of ANPS Canberra Group that feral horses are being 
protected with disregard for the fragile Alpine ecosystems. 
Ben Walcott confirmed that Geoff Butler had written this letter to the NSW Authority. 
Listing of appropriate community activities to see where we could effectively input. 
This is an action that rests with Megan Dixon. 
Geoff Butler to raise the matter of Myrtle Rust at the next PLDB meeting. 
PLDB Meeting has not yet been held. 
Filling the vacancy on Council following Bill Willis resignation. 
Refer Agenda Item 7 
 
Correspondence In 

1. Request from Miriam Ford of APS Yarra Yarra re sourcing names of experts for Roger’s Seminar. 
- Agreed that we do not need to respond as we do not have the expertise being sought. 

2. From Australian Network for Plant Conservation advising of their conference in Canberra from 11th to 15th  
November. 
- Covered in August Bulletin 

3. From ANPSA Secretary, an invitation to submit nominees for the Australian Plants Award to be presented at 
their 2019 conference in WA. 
- Need to put out notice to members in time for submissions. 

4. From ANPSA Secretary giving notice of Special Resolution to change their Rules & By-laws. 
- Noted.  Ben Walcott advised that these rules and by-laws were in need of significant updating. 

5. From Heather Desiree on adding Bee friendly notation to our book.   
- Refer Agenda Item 5. 

6. From BAL Lawyers re Advice on the Constitution.  
- Refer Agenda Item 1. 

7. From John Elton advising of the Illawarra Grevillea Park Spring Open Days. 
- Covered in August bulletin. 
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Correspondence Out 
 Nil  
Treasurer’s Report  
The Treasurer distributed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report dated 7th August 2018 showing a current 
balance of just under $135,000. 
 
Ben Walcott advised that he was having some difficulty resolving issues with PayPal and is waiting 
for a response to his email to them.  
Ben proposed that we look at other payment gateways for membership fees when we have the new 
web site operating and expect to move away from PayPal altogether. Costs if go with a bank are 
excessive at around $40 per month plus normal 1% extra. 
Ben noted that people still use cheques and credit cards and whilst cheques are diminishing we cannot 
expect to exclude credit card use.  Look in future to have preference for EFT but still allow credit 
cards. 
Agreed that this matter is still to be resolved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted as circulated. 
Moved John Carter; 2nd Phillip Fradd; Carried. 
 
President’s Report  
No report by the President was provided as she is away on holidays. 
 
Agenda items 
 
1. Legal advice regarding plant sales – motion to be put to next Members Meeting.  
Ben Walcott advised that we will need a Council member to address the September Members Meeting 
on 13 September and to manage the vote as he will be absent. Ben will address the August meeting 
and advise members that the change was necessary to make our constitution consistent with the 
Associations Incorporation Act of 1991. 
John Carter agreed to address the Members Meeting in September. 
 
John Carter noted that we will be in breach of the Act unless we amend the constitution.  He also noted 
that the term “financial advantage” is broader than the pecuniary interest statement that is in the Act 
He noted that the financial advantage is broader than just receiving payment for plants and includes 
discounted books and subsidised lunch during plant sales.   
 
Ben Walcott advised that we could expect that some members will request access to the letter from 
the Lawyers addressing this matter. Meeting agreed that is acceptable to provide a copy of the letter if 
requested. 
 
2.  Action, if any, on letter from Lawyers regarding the development a conflict of Interest policy. 
Ben Walcott advised that Council needs to investigate this matter and that there are guidelines in the 
Government Document “Managing Conflict of Interest” by the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit 
Commission. 
Ben Walcott noted that Council members need to declare if they have a conflict of interest on a matter 
and then refrain from voting on that matter. 
Greg Quinn stated that we need to make it clear to members that Council is addressing the Conflict of 
Interest matter. 
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3. Status with website development. 
Ben Walcott advised that the web group had met with Giraffe after the last meeting but as August is a 
busy time for them they are happy to hold off dealing with ANPS over this period.  However, the user 
group needs to be given the link so that they can access the site and prepare comments. 
 
4. Progress with consultative/user test group tasked to work with Council on the draft logo/website’s 
appeal and operability. 
It was agreed that it was disappointing that the consultative/user test group information had not 
appeared in the August Bulletin.  
Ben Walcott advised that it would go in the September Bulletin and in a separate mailing before that 
bulletin. 
 
5. Reprint/edit of our book “Australian Plants for Canberra Region Gardens” 
Greg Quinn had presented an analysis of offset printing costs by University Printing Service and a 
comparison with digital printing. 
 
Agreed that plan to print 1000 copies and that Greg Quinn will seek further quotes. Also agreed that 
will go with University Printing Service if other quotes for 1000 prints are similar. Greg Quinn to 
circulate information so that a decision can be made before the next meeting. 
 
 That this is the agreed approach. 
Moved Ben Walcott; 2nd Phillip Fradd; Carried. 
 
It was noted that the Secretary would advise Desiree Heather that we would consider adding Bee 
friendly notation to our book when a new addition is being prepared. (Refer Correspondence In - Item 
5.) 
 
6. How can we get people to stand for President, Vice President and Treasurer next year? 
Ben Walcott noted that the constitution will preclude him from being treasurer in the next term and 
that the current president is unlikely to stand again and thus we need to encourage other members to 
take on these roles. 
 
The option of asking the Bulletin Editor (Karen Brien) and the Journal Editor (Gail Ritchie Knight) to 
come along to Council Meetings as ex-officio members on a try before you buy basis was supported 
by the meeting. It was agreed that there would also be benefit in them knowing what is discussed in 
Council. 
Ben Walcott noted that we could include them if interested as interim council appointments.  Ben 
Walcott and Garth Chamberlain to approach then to ascertain their interest. 
 
7.  Proposal from Landkeepers Trust to spend the rest of the $10,000 we gave them 
Ben Walcott advised that this proposal seemed quite appropriate. 
 
That this is an appropriate proposal. 
Moved John Carter; 2nd Phillip Fradd; Carried. 
 

 8. Request from STEP for access to book data for signage. 
Ben Walcott noted that STEP want access to the digital form of our book.  Also he noted that the 
Arboretum is doing a signage master plan and they want them to be consistent with the format to be 
as directed by the Arboretum. He advised that they are thinking of signs that are similar to those at 
Cranbourne but not sure that they realise this. 
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That we support STEP and provide any assistance that we can. 
Moved Ben Walcott; 2nd Phillip Fradd; Carried  
 
 9. Life Membership nominations. 
Ben Walcott advised that best to defer consideration of this matter to a meeting with more attendees 
and proposed that we address it at the September meeting as the number 1 Agenda item. 
John Carter noted that the procedure for selection needs to be fully recorded in the minutes. 
Ben Walcott stated that process will not involve discussion of the submissions but just the voting 
process. 
 
Ben Walcott noted that the voting process would involve: 

(i) A vote of either yes or no to determine if both the nominations are considered to deserve life 
membership. 

(ii)  If get 2/3rd of the attendees voting in favour of a nomination, then it get a tick. 
(iii)  If both nominations get a tick, then a vote is held to select the preferred nomination and the 

nomination with a simple majority wins. But if only one nomination gets the tick then it 
becomes the selected one. 

 
Other Business 
No other business was raised at the meeting. 
 
Closure 
At 6.15 pm, the Chair closed the meeting. 
 
Next Council Meeting 
Tuesday, 11th September 2018 at 5.00 pm Dickson Room, ANBG. 
 


