
Wednesday Walk — Gambles Travelling Stock Reserve — 01 July 2020 

The 1st July 2020 marked a milestone for ANPSC. It was the day Wednesday Walkers resumed activities for 

the first time since the COVID-19 restrictions were set in place in February. Most of last year was catastrophic 

for plants, it being the driest on record, but so far this year we have had higher than average rainfalls. So we 

were eager to see how Gambles Travelling Stock Reserve (TSR) fared. Given it is situated just 16 km north of 

Queanbeyan it promised not to be a long day. 

This TSR is small in size at just seven hectares in area. We had visited it for the first time in August last year 

and fell in love with it, especially the magnificent old growth trees. We were not disappointed. Still standing 

in all their glory were Eucalyptus bridgesiana, E macrorhyncha, E mannifera, E melliodora and E rubida. Their 

size suggests they are very old. 

Amungula Creek, which bisects the TSR north-south longitudinally, was flowing quite well, but we managed 

to negotiate a low-level crossing quite easily. Once on the other side we meandered pleasantly on the flat, 

weaving our way through the predominant Cassinia hewsoniae understorey. Initially I didn’t think there was 

anything in flower, just a lot of greenery and certainly nothing was in your face bursting with colour. However 

we found much of the Cassinia hewsoniae and C. longifolia were in flower along with Styphelia triflora. 

Melichrus urceolatus was budding up with promise as was Cryptrandra amara var longiflora and Lissanthe 

strigosa. 

At morning tea, we sat in a sunny spot by the creek listening to the twittering birds and enjoying the vista of 

creek, lush green grass, Acacia dealbata and stately Eucalypts. What a treasure this was even though we were 

just a hop, skip and a jump from a major road. 

We then moved towards the western edge travelling north alongside the fenceline taking our time as we 

once again negotiated the Cassinia hewsoniae understorey. For some of us our knowledge was sorely tested, 

but luckily some in our party were able to identify many of the emergent plants, some displaying just one or 

two leaves. These included Eriochilus cucullatus, Pterostylus truncata and Wurmbea dioica. 

On the other side of the fence, there is a Wildlife Refuge which is probably privately owned. It displayed 

much more vegetation which is not surprising considering Gambles TSR was created for the use of travelling 

stock. As we did last year, we pondered the history of Gambles particularly when we found a possible scar 

tree about two metres in from the fence. The tree had obviously had a hard life showing more than one scar, 

possibly by lightning, but is one of them a coolamon scar? 

Surprisingly we added about 30 new plants to last year’s list of about 70 plants. These included Acaena 

novae-zelandiae, Bossiaea buxifolia, Cassinia arcuata, Cymbonotus sp., Dorcus glochidiatus, Galium 

gaudichaudii, Goodenia hederacea, Haloragis heterophylla, Pimelea curviflora and Swainsona sericea. 

We crossed the creek at the northern end of the block remarking on the lushness of the damp grass and 

vivid patches of moss. The Cassinia thinned out but the trees stood tall and proud. They must be very old 

with some about 12 metres in diameter. I can’t say this enough, the trees are magnificent. 

We continued south finding more plants then out of the blue we noticed splashes of bright yellow from a 

couple of Chrysocephalum apiculatum. 

We left Gambles and walked to a neighbouring property where we sat around a campfire for lunch. What a 

great way to mark the resumption of Wednesday Walks. After lunch about half the walkers went straight 

home while those remaining meandered their way back to their cars. And what treasures they found: 

hundreds of greenhood rosettes (possibly Pterostylus truncata) and the single leaves of Eriochilus cucullatus. 

These plants should have already flowered, but perhaps they didn’t because of the difficult conditions last 

year. Next autumn should prove to be a bonanza, if all goes well. But we also found the single leaves of 

Thelmytra pauciflora which definitely warrants a visit in spring. 

We’ve now visited Gambles TSR twice in winter. I think the next visit should be in spring. I look forward to it 

with great anticipation to the treasures we will find. 

Gail Ritchie Knight 
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Eucalyptus bridgesiana    Eucalyptus bridgesiana (Suspected Scar Tree) 

 
  



 
Plant List for Mount Taylor – 21 August 2019 and 1 July 2020 

? indicates that those present were unsure of the plant name 

Acacia dealbata 

Acacia implexa 

Acaena novae-zelandiae 

Acrotriche serrulata 

Amyema miquelii 

Arthropodium minus 

Asperula conferta 

Austrostipa sp. 

Bothriochloa macra 

Bossiaea buxifolia 

Brachyloma daphnoides 

Brachyscome spathulata 

Bulbine bulbosa 

Bursaria spinosa 

Calotis scabiosifolia var. 

   integrifolia 

Carex appressa 

Carex sp. 

Cassinia arcuata 

Cassinia hewsoniae 

Cassinia longifolia 

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia 

Chrysocephalum 

apiculatum  

Chrysocephalum 

semipapposum  

Coronidium scorpioides 

Crytpandra amara var 

longifolia 

Cullen microcephalum 

Cymbonotus sp. 

Cynoglossum sp. 

Daucus glochidiatus 

Daviesia genistifolia 

Dillwynia sericea 

Drosera sp. 

Einadia nutans 

Diplodium truncatum 

Eriochilus cucullatus 

Eucalyptus bridgesiana 

Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 

Eucalyptus mannifera 

Eucalyptus melliodora 

Eucalyptus rubida 

Galium gaudichaudii 

Geranium sp. 

Glycine tabacina 

 

 

Goodenia hederacea 

Haloragis heterophylla 

Hibberta obtusifolia 

Hovea linearis 

Hydrocotyle laxifolia 

Hypericum gramineum 

Isolepis sp. 

Juncus sp. 

Leptorhyncus squamatus 

Leptospermum multicaule 

Lissanthe strigosa 

Lomandra filiformis ssp.   

coriacea 

Melichrus urceolatus 

Microlaena stipoides 

Microseris lanceolata 

Myriophyllum sp  

Opercularia hispida 

Oreomyrrhis eriopoda 

Oxalis sp. 

Persicaria prostrata 

Phragmites australis 

Pimelea curviflora 

Plantago varia 

Poa sieberiana? 

Pterostylis truncata 

Pultenea procumbens 

Ranunculus lappaceus 

Ranunculus sp. 

Rytidosperma pallidum 

Rytidosperma sp. 

Scleranthus fasciculatus 

Senecio quadridentatus 

Solenogyne dominii 

Solenogyne gunnii 

Speculanthum rubescens  

Stylidium graminifolia 

Styphelia triflora 

Swainsona sericea 

Themeda australis 

Tricoryne elatior 

Triptilodiscus pygmaeus 

Typha domingensis 

Veronica gracilis 

Veronica calycina 

Vittadinia cuneata 

 

 

 

Vittadinia gracilis 

Vittadinia muelleri 

Wahlenbergia communis 

Wahlenbergia stricta 

Wurmbea dioica 

Xerochrysum viscosum? 


